
Waggoner Building [No. 221]
1875 – Samuel Waggoner 

 Samuel Waggoner came to Independence
in  1862  and  opened  his  first  book  store,
Waggoner & Co.,  on the north side of the
street, in a section untouched by the fires.
He moved into the his new building on the
south side in  September  of  1875. George
Woodruff  soon  left  the  partnership  to
pursue  other  ventures.  It  became
Waggoner's  habit  to  rent  a  portion of  his
store  to  other  small  businesses.   Charley
Happerfield’s Jewelry & Clocks did so from
1876 to 1879,   to be followed by Charles
Putney’s  Jewelry  &  Watchmaking from
1879 to 1892. Putney was known to be an
avid  sportsman  and  was  credited  with
pulling from the Wapsipinicon River one of
the largest muskellunge fish on record.  



Waggoner sold his business to Henry W.
Oliver in 1893. Though Oliver knew nothing
about books, he was an enterprising man,
skilled  in  merchandising.  He  embraced
modern advertising and Oliver’s Book Store
was  soon  known  throughout  northeast
Iowa. Oliver is particularly remembered for
chartering  a  fast  mail  train  from  Cedar
Rapids so that he could be the first among
his competitors to bring the newspaper to
the  local  citizenry.  In  1920,  he  sold  the
business  to  his  son-in-law,  Leslie  McGill.
McGill chose to pursue a career in banking.
He retained ownership of the building but
soon  sold  the  book  selling  business  to
Arthur J. and Iona Schuette. 

 Dr.  E.M.  Bissell and  Dr.  R.D.  Backus
shared  a  dental  practice  on  the  2nd floor
from 1883 to 1910. Bissell  was a talented



horticulturist  and  opened  a  greenhouse
after  retiring.  Dr.  M.E.  Brierly also  had  a
dental office at this location and expanded
into  his  colleagues'  space  once  they  left,
remaining until 1917. 

From 1905 to 1917,  Harry E. Netcott, an
up-and-coming  architect,  maintained  a
business office at the front of the 2nd floor.
His rooms were redecorated at his expense
and were reported to  be quite  lavish.  He
was  well  respected  for  his  work  and
designed  many  buildings  in  eastern  Iowa,
including  People's  National  Bank  here  in
Independence and the C.C. Wolf House in
Parkersburg.
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